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Great designs, tight budgets

There are lessons to be learnt from the
money-saving ideas of these architects,
writes Jane Burton Taylor.

henarchitects
design their own
homesthey face the
same challenges as
therestofus. They
negotiatetrickysites, council
guidelines and potential budget
blow-outs. Theyobwiously saveon
the architect s fee (usually about
10 per cent to 15 per cent of overall
cost) but theyalso save by applying
wvery practical knowledge suchas
choosingclassic economic
materials. Herethey share their own
stories and some oft hose tips they
learntfirst hand.

BUY AHOUSETHAT'SEASY
TORENOVATE

For Emili Foxof Fox Johnston,
keeping the budgettight wasa
priorityin renovating the farmily
home. Even the decision to buy the
Californian bungalow on acorner
blockin Lilyfield was influenced by
how easy it would be torenovate.

‘Whenshe and hushand Reiner
Schuster first saw thehouse, it was
virtually derelict. It had been
tenanted for years and the toilet was
outside and had tobe accessed from
the street. Despite these cons, Fox
says thehouse hadgreat bones, a
north-east aspect and easyaccess,

"We wereonaverytight budget,
so lwanted it to bevery accessible
for the builders and avery easy
addition toconstruct,” she says.

The couplereined costsin by
doingmuchofthe work themsebves.
Inherdesign, Fox also retained the
original house almost completely,
reinstatingits two front bedrooms,
revamping itsbathroom and then
addinga back livingspace plus an
upstairs parents ‘retreat.

"We tried toretain the essentials
of the house,” Foxsays, "Any
maodernintervention respectsthe
integrity oftheold.”

Foxdesigned anopen-planliving
room with awindow seat at one end.
Asmall playroom that doublesasa
guest room was shoehorned in
behind the side entry and baoth this
andthe livingspace open to a side
deck anda small grassed areawitha
gate to allow for parking, if needed.

"l wanted to makelots ofplay
areasfor thekids," Foxsays, "ltis
likewre areliving in the gardenand

taking advantage of the north-east
aspectand breezes.”

The front garden was converted
into playspace as well, plus itnow
has asmall butthrivingvegetable
plot. "I wanted to use every square
metre and create special hideaways
forthekids,” Fox says.

Materials throughout the
3300, 000 renowvat ion were ke pt
affordable and usually bought
onlineor throughauction houses.

DO YOUR RENOVATION
IN STAGES

Richard Cole of Richard Cole
Architecture says doing his
renowvation in twostages did not
save money butit did seve stress.

"It may be cheapertodoitinone
hitbut this way allows you to budget
for tero smaller hits rather than one
large one,” he says. "Andit meantwe
had a better chanceof getting it
right becau se we had more years of
experience of the house.”

Cole tells howwhen he and his
wife, Cilla, firstvisited the Avalon
house, it had beenon the market for
ayear and the garden was wildly
overgrown. Others had thought
about dismantling the house but the
Coles sawr the valuein the ald house
and the garden.

Cole ke pt the originalsand stone
house but changed its roofline. In
the firstrenowation, which cost
140,000, he lifted the roof, installed
highlightwindows and putina
walkwmay leading to a new bedroom
and en suite.

In stage two, which cost $500,000,
he added anew kitchenwithbig
sliding glass doors linkingitioa
covered deck, plus an adjoining
guest bed room withastudio ontop.

To keep the new structurein
harmony with the old, Colechose to
put skillion roofs onthenew
predominantly lightweight
addition. "They are sympathetic
withoutcopying, "he says.

The overall concept for Cole's
designwas to create summer and
winter living spaces and it works just
as he intended. "The newkitchen
has become thenew summer zone,
opening on tothe garden,” he says.
"The old sandstone is the winter
zane, wherewe retreattothe old
fireplace and living room.”

DO SOME OF THE WORK
YOURSELF
Architect Manuelle Schelp of Studio
Schelp recognised the potential of a
single-storey terrace in
Dadinghurston her first inspection.
In particular, she saw that she could
improve the home's planning and
usetheslope of the siteto put in
parking accessed viaa backlane.
Schelp, together with her
husband, Klaus, opted toact as
owrner-builder. She saysit was a
definite saving but does not advise it
unless youhawve a healthy knowledge
ofthe building process. "Youare
avoiding the management fee of the
builder but itirnobes alot ofwork:
organising trade people; ord ering
materials:thewholelogistics.”

Like the Foxes, the coupledid
work themselves aswell, including
allthe painting. Another saving was
pocketed by living on site during
construction. The renovation,
whichcost just under$500,000,
added significant value to the
house, Itstarted as a two-bedroom
terrace with one bathroom and
ended upwith three bedrooms, two
bathrooms and a garage.

Schelpexplains howshe rejigged
the floor plan, moving asitting
roominthe middle of theplan, to
locate bedrooms at the front of the
house andliving spaces openingto
the back. She alsocreated internal
split levels; this allowed herto drop
the ceilings to fit inan attic
bedmom and makethe livingarea

Salf-styled ... (clockwisa from main)
Emill Fox, inset, and her Litytield Iving
room; the back window seat; Richard
Colein his Avalon kitchen.
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flushwitha back deck, which
concealsthe new garage,

Thesplitlevels, aside passageway
convertedinto aninternal
courtyard adjacent tothe bat hroom
and kitc hen, together with the deep
back deck, all combinetogivethe
little terrace a more generous
feeling of space and indoor-outdoor
connection. "When you arrive at the
front door you see straight through,
soitcreates a sense of s pace from
front to back,” Schelp says.

“find when you are in the kitchen,
youlook over the sitting room to
district views."

GO FORSIMPLICITY

Warwick Simmonds of BVN
Architecture and his interior

designerwife Carol Sansoni bought
land in Church Point about

nine years ago but had to design and
documentthe house twice. In
retrospect, Simmond ssays he
should have known better butmark-

ane blew the budget. When they
realised howmuch theinitial design
would actually cost, they seriously
considered sellingtheland but
reneged atthe last moment, opting
to try amuch leaner and more
affordable design.

YAfter some soul searching we
decided togiveitanothergo,”
Simmonds says. "Wedesigned a
verysimple, modesthouse just for
thetwoofus. Itis 11 0square metres
internally with some decks."”

Themodest sizewas just one way

of keeping cost down. The design
was pared back as much as possible
aswell." Thewholethmst of what I
had to dowas keepit simple as,”
Simmonds says. "The house is two
simple platforms. Itsteps downwith
the slopeofthe site twice. Itis two
very simple little boxes witha
skillionroof.”

Then there is what Simmonds
describes as "the nicejoy” ofthe
bathroom, whichopens via
translucent louvres onbath the
intemal and extemalwalls. The site
is a private bush block, so theycan
open thelouvres and letbreezes
flowi through the house.

Inbuilding, Simmonds opted for a
pre-cutsteel and timber frame that
went up in just four days. The house

Simple solutions ... (clockyise Trom
main} the back deck of the
Darlinghurst home of Manuzlle Schelp,
insst, conceals agarage; Warwick
simrmonds and Carel Sansoni; their
house at Church Point.

Phoioe Dies Hamis Warwick Simmonds

isdesigned ona3.6-metre gridso he
could use off- the-shelfunits of
materials and windows and doors,

One element that cranked up the
budget of $495,000 was the access to
and excavation of the steep site.
Simmonds saysit cost about
50,000 just to clear the site (which
is above the road) ofrocks and
excavate a parking bay.

Oneeconomicvalue addition was
the studios pace forSansoni that
Simmonds addedinto the
undercroftof the little house.

"W clad it in a material that is like
milk-coloured glass anditlets ina
lowvely trans lucentlight " Simmonds
says. "Andwe putina couple of
outward-opening doors, soshe can
look outon to Pittwater.™

Smart Beach Buys

Anna Anderson

VINCENTIA
10 CAROLINE ST
$497,500

The architect-owners picked up this
1860k fibro b=ach house for a tiny
S169,000in 1955 but they've since
improved itwith a smart rencwvation
and extension. It has a north-facing
deckwith views over Jervis Bay and
is on 664 =q m about three minutes”
walk from Orion b=ach and 2 2
hours” drive south of Sydney.
Caroline Cottage has been et for
hzliday rentals for just under ayear
and brings S1950 a week through
January. Inspect By appointrmant.
Agent Jervis Bay FN, 0421404 312,
Mora photos @ Dereaincom.a

.- . ﬂ- - = e
CONJOLA PARK
14 COOLIBAH AVE
$485,000

Binda Lake House 5 on&3&6sq m
about 250 metres from the boat
rarmnp 10 minutes drive from
Malbyrmcok and thres hours' drive
south of Sydney. The renovated
19708 house has lake views and a
chic interior: The living area and
kitchen have limed timber floors and
adeck There is a second living room
and a quest suite downstairs. It
brings about 533,000 ayear through
holiday rental. Inspeet By
appointrrent. Agent Raine & Home
Malhyrrcok,

More photos @ Dacraain,com,au

SRR
KILLCARFE
16 KILLCARE RD
£750,000+

The owners are open to offers on
this 19805 architect-designed house,
which has been on the market since
April. It's alittle more than an hour'’s
drivefrom the freeway at
Wahroonga. On 582 sqm its less
than 2010 metres from Hardys Bay
shops and marina and less than 10
minutes’ walk from the patrolled surf
t=ach. The house next door brings
about 545000 a year in holiday
rental. Inspect By appointment.
Agent PROnationwide Ettalong
Beach, Cdla 479 TE3.

More photos @ Derraincomau
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AMBUCCA HEADS
33 LISTON 5T
$619,000

N.

MNew owners could apply to council to
reinstate the bed and breakfast
license that brought up to 3650 a
weekwhen this housza was divided
into three apartrments. The fleible
accormmicdation could work for a
holiday hormewith a permanent
tenant inone section or as one lange
hiouse, it has open-plan living areas
and a deckwith ocean views. t'sona
483 sqm block 400 metras from the
beach and five hours' drive from
Sydney. Inspect By appointment.
Agents VallaRE, 0407 303 070,
More photos & Dacralncom.au

Red Head RBed Head Rd

Facelivars & Managars' Sale

‘Eomborn Port’ Exdusive Oceanfram Land Felsass.
Looabad just 5.5 hs drive nth of Sydrey ‘Bombena Point’
is on the cosane sdgsin ths mojsstic seasids foam of
Redhmad. Genthy sloping, most of these blode hove
panoromic ooson views over Bladdsed and Dismond
Beachea. 'With woking & cycing tracks and dinsct access
" o the bsach, ‘Bornborm Paint' in a place whens your
{amiy can cracts memeries they'l chenish foraver. Build
ywour deam beach house and take ackantags of the stoe
gowemments NSW Home Buldsm Eorusl

Panoromia ocean ond baach views, Gantty eloping
buikding blocks. 21 lobs anaiabls. Walking & ayding tradks.

o ¥ it baach oocess. Avernge ot sze = T00sgm.
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%fermar[( at The Entrance

Luxury living, Panoramic views, Beaches at your door,
us 2 & 3 bedroom spertments from $395.000,
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