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Avrobust character infuses this flexible home by Richard Cole Architecture, capturing the owners' long connection 1o the sitle. Story by Ben Giles Photography by Brett Boardman
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HOUSE DESIGN can be simple really — or at least t can stem from
fundamezntal ideas. In the case of thiz hous in the upper Hunter Valley,
architect Bichord Cole sxplaing thit his design appeoach was to crealza
house tor the site sz the owners had always used it, The Hat grass tervace
had been used for ypears a2 4 picnic setting simply by placing & table
underanold eucalypt A simple move, a gimple idaa, bair ans requiring
s sophisticated architectural intervention to carny off successfully az s
pErmAnENt GtHCtire.

Located on a cattle-grazing propecty, the houss snjoyvs an idyllic
setting with wiews to the north ower ralling hills and a distant bush
landecape to the west, Doum 4 gentle elope on the northem side iz 0
river in which the ownery olten swim in summer, Theee had been o
demountable cottage on the site, which was remeved for thiz praject,
Another sdjucent coltage has been renovated as pact of the project. The
only remaining hindrance was the snakes that are often sighted around
the site. To counter these alippecy weltors, the owner insleted an proper
seals to all windows and deors 1o keep them sut.

“The swnere had a long relationship with the site — it had been in the
Faraily for many years and they had regulacly halidayed there. Thiz lang
connection led 1o an intimate understanding of the land and the best
lacation to build a new house: The house was conceived as o weakender
but ope that the swners could move 1o permansnly in the futurs.
The brief called far the creation of a house with Hexibilitg, one that
would sccommedate a couple or several families. Tt needed 1o be law
maintenance, w0 the owners colld slemply walk in snd walk ow

Richard structured hiz architectural concept for the house around
ideas of refupe and praapect With the site's prademiinant cutloak
ta the north, it waz & logical move to crient the living drcas in thiz
direction. An early version of the design placed all the spaces ina linsar
{orm [acing toward the views, Howsver, discussion with the clients led
1o 8 mors compact yet Bexible srrangement. The resull places living
arsag are on the narth of the house with sleeping and sarvice spaces an
the southern side. The refuge, then, comes [rom the enclosing precast
concrete walls that wrap around the slecping and service zones on
this southem side. These concrete blads walls anchor the houss o the
site and emerge our of the landscape like a pair of enveloping srms,
Bedrooms are conceived az rudimentsry sleeping quarters wrapped in
thess heaty concrate walls

The prospect s prowided by the soaring steel-framed roct thae
howers above the large apan-plin living spaces and extends with
large overhangs bevond the glosed walls The male sxis of the lving
epace rung sast-weat, enabling mazimum narthem exposure and aur
look. Thus the houss ¢loes down on the south and apens up on the
noeth, combining in ¢ single form that tan be wead 5 an objeot In the

landscape. In this “big shy" landscape, the house =sponds to the scale
ef ity patiing,

Separating the living and sleeping zonss is the main cizeulation
corridor thutales runs east~west. Thisspine houses the bullding servicey
within the bulkhead sbove. The main bedroom iz at the westzen end of
the building, squipped with a large sliding daor thar can clese i aff
when there are athers in the house. When anby the cumers drs present,
the eliding door stays apen eo that the bedroam barrows come of the
adjoining corrdor space and muintaing views to the north through the
verandah. This verandah serves as an cutdoor roarm on the westarn side
af the house, but alss acts ag a solar buffer 1o contral seestern summear
sl penstrating the houss. The verandah s protected on the western
gidz with retractable louvee blinds,

The ides of the central gpine is further svidenced in the pantgy wall
Thez back of the pantny onginates in the szevice zone, anchored by the
concrets sl while the remainder extands north into the main living
space. Inorder to keep the clear articulation of the two elements, a
wertical glot haz been created betwmen the twe. In this manner, the
kitchen reads as a separate unit from the spine.

Materials theoughout are deliberately rew s0 83 0 minimize
malntenance and give the house a robust character The coal, hard
galvanized sleel [raming, polished concrste slab and precast concrets
panels contrast with the texture and warmth of phrorood and recyeled
tallowmrand linings and jsinary. Sandstone paving wraps arcund the
outgdde of the house The stee] columns 1aper al the top 1w provids
s sense of liphtness and wvisible expression of structure. Acoustic
plasterboard ceilings were used 1o mitigate the reverheration affects of
the hard surfaces,

The paseive salar principles smploysd inthe plan are reinforced witha
rarrge of material cholces and environmental steategies throughout, The
concrete Boor and walls provide high thermal pmes (o temper thegms)
change. Az the propemy is isalated, no services other than electriciny
weee aveilable. An dnstalled 130 ,000-lites raimaater tank supplies ol the
water needs for the houss as well az for ieripation of the garden and
fire-fighting purposss, Water is collected from the overhanging roof,
which also accommeodates a solar system for water heating: In addinon,
sevage it treated on gite and the tesidual water iz uzed for ierigation.
Crossventilation helps 1 maintain air movement and minimize heat
pain in thie hauze, while high louvres onthe southzrn elevation vant hot
air out Fronathe high catlings

The house is-a successful mandbestation of simple idess that are
eombined in a sophisticated sy - the house engages with the site, it
tempers the climate snd It creales » sense of place in w bucolic landscape
The onby thing lelt 1o do i5 10 keep the snakes out, H

FPREVIOUS PAGES. A steal-tramed rool hovers above Lha glazed walls, creating genarous ovarhangs 1o control solar pamatration. RIGHT. Skding glass doers and
walls of louvres enclozs the living space. & concrete floor provides thermal mass wivle plasteroard callings mitlgate any meverberation Trom the hard suriaces,
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When only the owners are present, the sliding door stays open so that the bedroom borrows some of the adjoining corridor space and maintains views to the north.

LEFT: Polished concrete floors, galvanized steel framing and precast concrete panels were specified for their robust character. Sandstone paving surmounds
the house. RIGHT: A sliding door in the main bedroom can be closed for privacy or opened to views of the countryside through the adjacent verandah.

8 HOUSES HOUSES 7



OPPOSITE: Precast
conoiele walls aredion

the building to the site,
wrappimg around the south-
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